Wavelets from Waterloo                 [1815
it is too early to make the ... Prussian, . . . Austrian, or ... Rus-
sian come into your honourable and liberal mode of warfare. It is a
great point to have established in some degree an arrangement; and
although the prices fixed are very far under the value of the articles, I
hail the plan as a shadow of organization and equity towards the resources
of the countries . . .
You may think, from what I have written, I have not been brought up
in your school. I can only say that, however I worship your principles,
I endeavour to give you my ideas of the practicability of working the
machine here . . -1
Nothing, however, would make Lord Wellington give up
his strong ideas on these subjects, and just before the actual
commencement of hostilities we find him discussing in a
letter to Prince Metternich the Austrian Minister, a convention
which he had proposed should be entered into with the King
of France for the subsisting of the Allied armies on French
territory.
With regard to the Netherlands, the Duke was equally
solicitous, and as his own army drew its subsistence par-
ticularly from this country, the difference between the fixed
payment inaugurated by the other Allies and the real market
value, was to be borne by the British Government.
I suppose [he informed Vienna], the Allies do not wish us ... to
take, or in other words rob, subsistence for our armies in the country
of the King of the Netherlands ; if we choose to take money from our
own pockets, and not from theirs, to pay for it.2
The war-like preparations going on in Belgium by no
means interfered with the gaiety of its capital, and Brussels
at that period so full of distinguished personages was at the
zenith of its season. Balls, dinner-parties, and festivities of
all kinds were in full swing, whilst the brilliant reviews which
were constantly being held, added their touch of military
splendour.
The Duke, as was his wont, entered whole-heartedly into
1 Supp. Despatches, VoL X, pp. 232, 233.
2 Dispatches, Vol. XII, p. 386.
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